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RESERVE YOUR PLACES NOW FOR THESE MEMBERS’ FORUMS
AND RECEIVE FREE CPD HOURS!
Cardiff & District Law Society is proud to invite members to its first two Forums for 2014,
which are expected to be very popular.
‘Litigation in the Post-Jackson Era – Tales from the Front Line!’ – 1.5
CPD Hours
“A useful update/review for anyone conducting civil litigation, suitable for
practitioners at all levels”
Speakers: Hamish MacBean and James Bromige, Queen Square Chambers
Date/Time: Wednesday 29 January 2014 at 6.00pm – Registration from 5.45pm
In conjunction with Queen Square Chambers Cymru
Venue: To be advised – Cardiff venue
Contact: Hollie Lloyd on 029 20 501750 or e-mail: hrl@qs-c.co.uk

‘All Change at the Employment Tribunal – Please Mind the Gap!’ –
1.5 CPD Hours
“A review of recent changes in Employment Tribunal practices and procedures”
Speakers: Juliette Franklin and Rachel Harfield, Solicitors, Slater & Gordon
Date/Time: Wednesday 19 February 2014 at 6.00pm –
Registration from 5.45pm
In conjunction with Slater & Gordon (UK) LLP
Venue: Slater & Gordon, Landore Court, 51 Charles Street, Cardiff, CF10 2GD
Contact: Jill Parker on 029 21 921828 or e-mail: jparker@slatergordon.co.uk

Forums are open to all members of Cardiff & District Law Society, irrespective of their expertise.
PLEASE SUPPORT THEM! IT’S THAT EASY! NOTHING TO PAY!
LEGAL NEWS
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT DECEMBER 2013
It was reported in the Law Society Gazette that over 150
firms have failed to meet the PII Insurance deadline. Indeed
if they fail to secure cover by 29th December they will
have to close. Inevitably these developments will affect the
availability of legal services to the public.

was born in 2005 (which makes her 8),

there are often more exciting avenues

doesn’t time fly.

to pursue and explore.

     It may well be that some of our readers

     Whilst I am likely to remain President

or their associates may have sampled the

of the Confederation of the South Wales

delight of the Panorama Hotel and if so we

Law Society throughout 2014 I shall,

hope you enjoyed your stay.

after this edition, be signing off as part

is unfortunate that in recent years the

     In the meanwhile when visiting the

of Glamorgan Law LLP.

afford to pay private client rates are likely

necessity to supplement public funding

Travel Market I was fortunate enough to

     I with other members of Davies Sully

to be most disadvantaged. Generally

with charitable funding has developed.

be booked in to the Ritz. It may well be

Wilkins are pleased to be incorporated

speaking such clients traditionally

     For all those disenchanted lawyers

that for many of our readers this may be a

and become part of Glamorgan Law

attend at their “local friendly high street

who are contemplating a career

common occurrence. However for a high

LLP, a firm which has incorporated

Practitioner” for advice. It is likely that

change I thoroughly recommend the

street Practitioner in Caerphilly, South

smaller Practices within the confines of

such Practices are and will continue to

travel industry. Wearing my other hat

Wales it is a bit of a treat. I have visited

the Confederation namely Pontypridd,

bear the brunt of the cull to the profession

as Director of Anglon Holidays Ltd, I

the Ritz on previous occasions but this

Cowbridge and now Caerphilly. These
are Firms where Practitioners have

It is highly likely that those who can least

which is currently taking place.

attended at the World Travel Market

is the first time I made it upstairs so to

     As with all legal principals there is

held at the Excel Centre, Docklands,

speak (courtesy of Anglon Holidays Ltd).

attained a high degree of expertise

always at least one and indeed many

London. It is in complete contrast to

The decor is sumptuous and pretty and

and incorporation will provide access

exceptions to the general rule. Indeed

the legal world. However it should

the service is second to none. There are

to such expertise while continuing to

it is not unknown for extremely large

be noted that increased competition

those who say that it is a ”bit of a tourist

afford a service to those who seek both

Practices to face insolvency with all

decreasing profit margins also plague

trap” but this is one tourist who is pleased

business and personal advices in the

the ensuing difficulties.

the travel industry and insolvency, as

to be trapped and if you want some fun

high street. Big can be beautiful and
profitable after all.

     The fact that lawyers are increasingly

you are all aware ,is not unknown.

the Rivoli Bar is second to none.

being encouraged to work on a pro-bono

However it does have the advantage

     In the meanwhile we say goodbye

basis does not assist. Inevitably there

of a certain amount of glamour and

to 2013 and open our doors to 2014.

are areas of the Law where unfortunately

adventure, factors which seem to be

It is hoped that for those in the legal

Merry Christmas. n

this has become necessary due to the

non-existent in the legal profession.

profession who have survived 2013 that

Gaynor McCann Davies

continuing cutbacks in Legal Aid funding

     Attendees go to the market to profile

a prosperous New Year awaits, for those

President of the Confederation

particularly in Social Welfare law. The

their countries to meet people in the

who did not it should be remembered

need for continuing advices in regard

travel industry. Holidays are sold within

to Welfare Benefits has been satisfied

the trade from the Antarctic and Arctic

to great extent by charitable funding

to the rainforests and deserts of the

including Outreach Wales. However

world. It is a splendid display of the world

expectation to work on such a basis is

of tourism and highlights what various

extending in to other areas of the law

countries of the world have to offer. The

and the expectation so to do in my view

Sri Lanka dancers were particularly

should be discouraged. Having acted

impressive and from Columbia to Japan,

on a pro-bono basis myself I feel able to

Vietnam to Barbados there was much on

support that view. Lawyers also deserve

display. It was particularly pleasing to see

and need to be paid to ensure their

that the UK was well represented and

Practices continue to exist and flourish.

Scotland and Ireland (North and South)

After all if financial rewards are not

had a presence. It was heartening to see

available to Lawyers why should they

a stall encouraging tourists to visit South

enter the profession?

Wales and Cardiff. It was pleasing to see

     Lack of financial rewards will ensure

that on some fronts at least we maintain

that only those with the advantage

an international presence.

of independent income can afford to

     One of the nicer things about the

practice if they so choose. In this age of

travel industry is that you do get to

equality and diversity such a route is not

stay in decent accommodation. It was

conducive to an egalitarian society.

pleasing to see an old friend from Crete

     There are of course lots of lawyers

(a particular speciality of Anglon Holidays

who continue to make “lots of lolly”

Ltd) one Yionni of the Hotel Panorama at

but to many it is becoming increasingly

Platinas where I have stayed on several

difficult to make a decent honest crust.

occasions this when visiting my eldest

     Perhaps the cull to the profession will

daughter (Director of Anglon Holidays

make it “leaner fitter healthier” and more

Ltd) and her Greek family. The Hotel

profitable for those that remain. However

Panorama is situated in Platinas, Chania,

let us not lose sight of the fact that law

Crete and has a wonderful infinity pool.

is also a tool to effect social justice

Indeed our first visit there was after the

in society and will therefore always

birth of my youngest daughter’s second

need an element of state funding. It

child, my granddaughter Morgan who

4
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CARDIFF AND
DISTRICT

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
SIMON CRADICK, PRESIDENT • SIMON.Cradick@morgan-cole.com

I settle down to write this having just finished a late
supper, eaten against a background of retching and
choking that can only mean that a new series of “I’m a
Celebrity” is back. Endeavouring to enjoy your spaghetti
Bolognese while trying not to hear two non-entities,
noisily attempting to keep down a series of indescribable
morsels, is not a pleasurable eating experience.
Equally nauseating is the faux
sympathy and encouragement
expressed by Ant and Dec. It is a
mystery to me why a programme that
can only be aimed at teenage boys
like mine, who have the appropriate
sense of humour, is shown after the
watershed. Pursuant to CPD35.3, I
concede that there may be a range
of opinion on this matter.
I am pleased to say I had a much
more pleasant dining experience
at the City Hall recently when
I was honoured to be a guest
at the Centenary Dinner of The
South Wales Society of Chartered
Accountants. It was a splendid
occasion attended, I was informed,
by over 500 members and guests.
Prior to the meal, I was ushered into
a room with “all the Presidents” to be
photographed. As there were about
20 of us, it was a bit of squeeze,
6
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and good luck to whomever has
the job of identifying everyone! At
dinner, I was pleasantly surprised
to be seated on a table with Tony
Graham, a former trainee at Morgan
Bruce, who was representing the
President’s Charity, the Trussell
Trust. After a suitably memorable
meal, we were well entertained by
Giles Brandreth, a reliably amusing
and self-deprecating speaker.
The previous evening I attended the
launch of the University of South
Glamorgan Legal and Financial
Advice Clinic, which was justifiably
described as “a completely brilliant
idea” by Chris Knott, speaking on
behalf of the Welsh Government.
The project involves Student Clinic
Volunteers from the University
advising members of the public on
areas of law such as housing and
employment, under the supervision
LEGAL NEWS

of practising Solicitors and Barristers.
The Clinic thus gives students an
opportunity to gain experience
of dealing with people and their
problems, of putting theoretical skills
to practical use and, at the same
time, providing a valuable service to
the community.
The Clinic reminds me of days long
since passed when, as a newly
qualified Solicitor, in common
with many others I used to spend
occasional afternoons providing pro
bono legal advice at the Citizens
Advice Bureau . You never knew what
problem you would be presented
with, and often quick thinking was
required to deal with an earnest
but deluded individual. Shortly after
the Berlin Wall came down, I recall
being asked for advice on how a
gentleman could sue the now unified
German Government for the damage
occasioned to his roof during the
War. He seemed to be satisfied with
the advice that such claims were
statute-barred.
Of course, it wasn’t just at the CAB
that Articled Clerks or the newly
qualified were asked to deal with
people coming in off the street with
bizarre problems and complaints.

One was always well advised to
ensure that you were closer to the
door than the potential client! Having
ascertained that the person did
not have a problem that needed
rational legal advice, the best way
of terminating the interview was
to explain that we didn’t have the
expertise to deal with the particular
issue. In our case, we usually
referred the person to Hugh James,
Jones & Jenkins as being specialists
in the field. As often as not, this
advice was met with the response
that he had already been there and
they had sent him to us!
“Us” at that time was Morgan Bruce
& Nicholas, the firm I joined in
1982 to do my Articles. In 1989, I
became a partner in Morgan Bruce &
Hardwicks, which eventually became
Morgan Cole. After 30 years with the
firm, the time has come to move on
so, along with my team, I am moving
to Berrymans Lace Mawer in Cardiff.
We hope to complete the move before
Christmas. So, exciting times ahead!
Merry Christmas to all, and a happy
and hopefully prosperous New Year!. n
Simon Cradick
Simon.Cradick@morgan-cole.com
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CPD COURSES 2013
MICHAEL WALTERS • SECRETARY • CONFEDERATION OF SOUTH WALES LAW SOCIETIES
First and foremost,  the Confederation of South Wales Law Societies would like
to thank its sponsors for this year, WESLYAN for LAWYERS and LEXTOX DRUG &
ALCOHOL TESTING, without whom we would have been unable to ‘peg’ our course
fees for the 6th consecutive year.
The 2013 seminars commenced with the Family
Law Review. This seminar was arranged by the new
Head of School, Donna Whitehead, School of Law,
Accounting and Finance and hosted by the newly
formed University of South Wales, Pontypridd.
The familiar surroundings of Crawshay House
made welcome return to this venue.
The Junior Vice-President of The Confederation,
Frances Edwards, introduced the course.
We were delighted to have District Judge Morgan
Jenkins, Blackwood County Court, head a cast of
excellent speakers being:
• Ruth Henke, Barrister at Law, Thirty Park Place
• Steven Hancox, Barrister at Law, Cathedral Chambers
• Jennifer Robinson, Barrister at Law, Cathedral Chambers
• Liam Feasey, BSc (Hons) MSc.
    LEXTOX Drug & Alcohol testing
They each provided useful and informative talks in
their specialised subjects.
There was a very interesting and very successful first
for our Civil Law Review this year. For this seminar,
which was introduced by The President of Cardiff
& District Law Society, Simon Cradick, we used
The Chairman’s Suite at the Cardiff City Stadium,
which was a great venue with its panoramic view of
the Stadium . Although a first for this venue, it was
certainly not a first for His Honour Judge A. SeysLlewellyn QC (DCJ) as he again returned to lead the
way. As ever, Civil lawyers were fully appreciative of
his leadership and acknowledged his directions. A
must for any Civil Law Review of worth.
Our appreciation and thanks go to His Honour and the
other speakers who provided us with their expertise:
• Mark Harvey, Partner, Hugh James
• Wayne Williams, LLB MBA, cpm21
• Cenric Clement-Evans, Senior Solicitor, Newlaw
• Simon Cradick, Partner, Morgan Cole
• Stephen Averill, Managing Director,
    Phoenix Legal Services
• Anne-Louise Ferguson, Managing Solicitor/
    Assistant Director, NWSSP Legal & Risk Services
On 25th September 2013 we returned to the
Cardiff City Stadium, again utilising the Chairman’s
Suite. His Honour Judge Richard Twomlow, Merthyr
8
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Crown Court, ‘kicked off’ the Criminal Law Update.
His appearance as HHJ may have been a first but
it will certainly not be his last! Covering aspects of
Criminal Law in the Crown Court as well as many
‘comical’ issues, his light hearted-talk was well
received by the Criminal Lawyers especially in view
of the current Transforming Legal Aid issues.
Another first this year was the appearance of District
Judge Richard Williams. Others joining the DJ
were Trudy McBride now consulting at Colin Jones
Solicitors, Tracey Lloyd-Nesling, Barrister at Thirty
Park Place, Wayne Williams LLB MBA, Managing
Director at cpm21, Michael Jones, Barrister and
Senior Crown Court Advocate. Members of the Crown
Prosecution Services were hastily drafted in to cover
the course that Catrin Evans, Head of Complex
Casework was to present. Such was the update of
her talk (Human Trafficking) Catrin was still preparing
prosecution papers on the day for an ongoing
situation!
Our picture shows a rather
unique situation, 3 Former
Presidents of The Cardiff
& District Law Society
sitting in the Chairman’s
RED seats! Stuart Hutton,
who attended as a
delegate spoke about
his attendance “The
Confederation of South
Wales Law Societies
should be very proud of
their sustained success in
providing courses for the
profession. The Secretary,
Michael Walters, should
be congratulated for
attracting authoritative
and insightful speakers.
These courses are good
value for money and a
must for all practitioners
to attend”
Trudy McBride was a
speaker at the seminar.
Trudy declared afterwards
“I thought that the course
was excellent in terms

of speakers, content, topics covered, venue and
victuals. I was most impressed with the heated loo
seat in the Chairman’s box! I was delighted to speak
at the event.
Thanks to Roy Morgan of Morgan Select, who
introduced and chaired the day’s events.
Such was the success of attending the Cardiff City
Stadium it has already been secured to host CPD
Courses in 2014.
Watch this space in Legal News for further details. n

FEATURE

FROM THE SUB’S BENCH
SIMON MUMFORD

Hello and Happy Christmas. I have to say that it is a
very odd feeling being back in front of the computer
attempting to compose something that might be of
the remotest interest to you working, real lawyers!
Let me get the important bit done
first. Thank you so much for the
hundreds of goodwill messages
you’ve sent. I haven’t replied to
many, so allow me to use this
article to say how very touched and
heartened I have been.
     I had a lot of visitors post-op,
both in hospital and at home, but I
was high as a kite (legallyl) so can’t
remember much (if I was rude then
so sorry!) and Mike Walters has
passed on so many kind messages.
     It has been very strange being
ill - I have been phenomenally lucky
in my 58 years to have little else but
a bit of deafness and a few football
and rugby injuries. Unlike Spike
Milligan’s “I told you I was ill!”, I,
stupidly, thought that my complaint
was something that would disappear.
     I can’t imagine you want to hear
the gory details in full but I had an
Op in July and treatment at Velindre
started in September. Now that I am
over the op, I feel absolutely fine.
I am now a svelte 12 stone 9, but
I wouldn’t recommend the diet to
anyone.
     But I am so bored!  l’ve
been consuming factual books
obsessively. And I shall scatter some
in the following passages.
     Straight after discharge all I could
do was watch tv. And the worst day
was when my well meaning cousin
turned on Jeremy Kyle and left the
remote out of my reach for three
hours! AAAAAAAAAGGGHHHl! (the
Romanian for television is dinilo’s
dikkangero, which means “fools
looking box!”)
     Now that I am capable of
locomotion I have started DIY- tiled
a bit of the kitchen, put up some
shelves. I’m trying to relearn how
to play the banjo. I’ve written two
chapters of the novel I started twenty
years ago (it is AWFULI). Oh and I

made a fist of reading some classicsWar and Peace had no more appeal
than the first time, so page 192 and
it went back Into the bookcase. After
Bleak House, the Rise and Fall of
the Roman Empire and Sense and
Sensibility had suffered a similar
premature conclusion, I turned
to Biggles, John Grisham and the
Arthurlan Legends. And factual
books. (Cardiff has more hours of
sunlight than Milan apparently!)
     The sad news is that Mumford
Towers has had a monstrous set
back. In March we had the worst
rainfall for some decades in Narberth.
As soon as I could, I waded down to
the asparagus trenches (which were
showing great promise, I can tell you!)
only to find that all that was left was
one crown floating upside down in
what resembled a first world war shell
hole. Undeterred I shall resume battle
In the spring in a drier location  
     Then it struck me to write
something for Legal News but apart
from whining and bleating about the
horrors of my year, I had no idea what
was happening in my profession. The
last time I was In work was July. I’m
told we had a great summer, but I
was oblivious to it and stuck indoors.
I was so out of it that I couldn’t even
be bothered to find out what had
happened with my cases.
     So, because I can now drive and
since I had to go to the office (and
may I add my list of “thank you’s”
to Laytons and their parent firm
Wilson Devenauld in Swansea who
have kept my job open for me and
been really supportive and thanks
too, to Hains and Lewis, my other
consultancy, who have given me a
lovely case to work on. It has both
amused and challenged me!)  I went
and collected the file I am working
on (wlth the hope that when it comes
to trial in March I will be back at the

grindstone) together with all the Law
Society Gazettes from July.
     I was quite excited to rip open the
plazzy bag and I devoured the three
most recent offerings. Then I got to
the article by Cheri Blair and decided
that that was enough.
     And my conclusions? Labour will
introduce a Victim’s law-wasn’t that
Tony Blair’s call about fifteen years ago?
     Barristers are going to strikedon’t blame them!
     The Law Society don’t think they
could have been more proactive
than they have been over legal aid
cuts but recognise the fact that they
would have been more popular had
they “taken a more oppositional
stance”- Yup! Been there before.
     There is to be another meeting
between specialist criminal
practitioners and Chris Grayling.
     I am sure that it will be most
helpful. Or rather, that having
decimated the profession generally,
Grayling will use sniper tactics to pick
off any pesky varmint lawyers.
     You just wait until the real position
about “solved crimes” and the first
time an angry minority have one of
their own in a police cell with nobody
to advise them.
     I WAS interested in a couple of
things- “Tesco Law” seems to be
about to slither in to the profession
with the AA and Saga about to start
trading (I’m joining the RAC and you
can forget the Sanatogin tasting trip
to Sorrento for the over sixties I was
plannlng)
     And I did mull over the suggestion
by the newly appointed leader of the
nations JP’s to have former crims
sitting on the bench. Not sure how
many of my little darlings would
cope-they’d probably be more savage
sentencers than Genghis Khan
with toothache! (Since smoking
was banned in US prisons the main
currency is mackerel!)
     As you can see from the photo,
I was well enough to attend the
Remembrance Day Service in Narberth
     I was also well enough to attend
LEGAL NEWS

Bernard de Maid’s lovely wife Lynne’s
funeral. She was such a bubbly
character and the service reflected
her personality - -everyone had to
wear colorful clothes.
     Bernard was my first boss, and
since he had exactly what I’ve got and
survived, has been a tower of strength
for me. He has been a great friend,
despite his own sorrows. I’m sure you
will join with me in commiserating
with BKD and his children.
     Well, that’s enough from me. I
conclude with a Christmas joke     A group of chess masters
gathered for a major tournament
at the Savoy Hotel. As they chatted
animatedly in the reception area,
an angry manager announced that
they should all leave. Bemused, the
Grand Master asked why?
      “Because” came the answer” I
can’t stand chess nuts boasting in
an open foyer!”
     NO, the jokes are no better. I’ll get
me coat! Happy Christmas. May your
New Year Be Prosperous!!!
Until the next time. n
MUMF

As requested by DWM
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Congratulations to all newly admitted
Solicitors in Cardiff & District!
SIMON CRADICK, PRESIDENT • SIMON.Cradick@morgan-cole.com

On the 21st November, the C&DLS held an Admissions Celebration for newly admitted Solicitors at Tiger Tiger. This
year, the Society was very grateful for the generous sponsorship of John M Hayes Cost Lawyers, Lloyds Bank and
Wesleyan for Lawyers, whose contributions meant that the wine flowed freely! The event is held to recognise the
achievement of qualifying as a Solicitor and being admitted to the Roll, for those who practise in the Society’s area
and to welcome them to the Society by presenting them with their Certificates of Membership of the Society.  
And I think we must acknowledge
that it is now a considerable
achievement to be admitted to the
Roll. When I started out, the biggest
hurdle to my mind was passing
the Law Society Finals, as finding
Articles of Clerkship (as they then
were) was not too difficult. Most
firms had a number of Articled
Clerks, and with only six places in
England where you could do the
LSF, the competition for Articles
was much less fierce. Now, though

the number of training contracts
available is I am sure greater, the
number of people seeking one has
increased hugely.
So, congratulations to those who
were admitted in 2012 and 2013.
And for those embarking on a
career in the law, it is worthwhile
remembering that, if you look up the
word “career” in the dictionary, it will
tell you that it means to go downhill
rapidly and out of control! n

Email security firmly on the agenda in the legal sector
Top tier London Chambers, 2 Hare Court and Hailsham Chambers
have entered into agreements with Fresh Skies, developers and
suppliers of Mkryptor, as a means of ensuring confidential email
communication with their clients and other stakeholders.
While the Criminal Justice Secure
eMail System (CJSM) protects
communications sent from PCs,
by adding mkryptor barristers can
now safely send confidential email
while on the go or working remotely
from mobile devices including
smartphones. A further benefit is
that mkryptor allows email to be sent
securely outside the CJSM.
Simon Freeman CEO of Fresh Skies,
said, “The concept of encryption is
not new however existing products
have been so complex that only the
most savvy IT people have been able
to use them. As a result businesses
have turned their backs on them
because they have failed the usability
test. Instead they have continued
to expose themselves to the risks
associated with sending confidential
emails unprotected. Usability has
been at the heart of the problem with
firms unhappy at inflicting complicated
processes and software on their clients.
This is no longer an issue and so there
10
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is no ‘reasonable’ excuse to expose
clients to this risk. We plug that gap by
making secure email easy to implement
and use by any business where
confidential and sensitive information is
being exchanged over email.”
Fresh Skies is also gaining traction within
Solicitor’s practices, mkryptor is being
used by Fisher Meredith in its London
and Richmond offices, and by European
law firm Field Fisher Waterhouse. Simon
Freeman also spoke at an email security
breakfast meeting held at the Law
Society last month.
Even now many businesses do
not realise that email is inherently
insecure, it can be likened to sending
a letter without an envelope and
potentially can be read at many
points along the way. Sending
confidential information via email
in clear risks a breach of client
confidentiality and Freeman believes
it is only a question of time before
there are law suits as a result. n
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Glamorgan Law

EXPANDS IN CAERPHILLY

Charles Crookes & Jones and Davies Sully Wilkins are the
latest practices to become part of the expanding Glamorgan Law.
Following its highly successful ventures in
Pontypridd and Cowbridge Glamorgan Law, the
rapidly growing South Wales legal firm, is now
moving into Caerphilly. Announcing the firm’s latest
mergers with two of the leading Caerphilly firms
Charles Crookes & Jones and Davies Sully Wilkins,
Glamorgan Law’s managing partner, Peter Davies
said: “I’m proud that we are continuing to create a
firm capable of providing a comprehensive service
to both businesses and individuals from local
offices throughout South Wales. We are building a
firm known for high quality client care and technical
excellence. Our aim is to serve those clients who
want personal service from experienced, highly
trained solicitors and the security of high quality
advice at a fair and competitive price”.
Peter Davies continued “Both Charles Crookes &

Jones and Davies Sully Wilkins have built excellent
reputations for quality and client care and share our
values and aims. The mergers provide clients with
a greater range of expertise in Caerphilly including
family law, trusts, wills, tax and probate together
with our traditional strengths in commercial
property, business law and dispute resolution”.

Gaynor Davies of Davies Sully Wilkins and current
President of the Confederation of South Wales Law
Societies commented: “We are delighted to be
merging both with a major regional player Glamorgan
Law and our Caerphilly colleagues Charles Crookes &
Jones . I am confident that the values and the people
of the firm’s involved will blend brilliantly”.

The partner in charge of the new Glamorgan Law
Caerphilly Office, Michael Downey formerly of Charles
Crookes & Jones commented: “The recent economic
climate has been difficult for everyone and lawyers
have been no exception. Despite the challenges,
the past few years have been fruitful ones for our
firm and for the Caerphilly micro-economy and I
am confident that our merger with Glamorgan Law
will enable us to go from strength to strength. I am
relishing the challenge ahead with my new team”.

Aidan Jones, the senior partner of Charles Crookes
& Jones added: “This is great news for us, for the
clients of Charles Crookes & Jones and Davies Sully
Wilkins. Indeed, for everyone needing legal services
in Caerphilly and the surrounding area”. n
Please visit www.glamlaw.co.uk
for more information

Glamorgan Law
is delighted to announce the opening of its office in Caerphilly
following its merger with

Charles Crookes & Jones and Davies Sully Wilkins
The merged firm will provide a comprehensive range of services for individuals and
businesses from its office at: The Bluebell, Market Street, Caerphilly, CF83 1NX

Cardiff

Caerphilly

Cowbridge

Pontypridd

www.glamlaw.co.uk
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TRAINING &
EDUCATION

Apprenticeships Tailor Workforce Top School in Wales in The
Development for Welsh Firms
Sunday Times “Parent Power”
South Wales law firms are starting to see the benefit of
diversifying their workforce after the launch of a tailored
apprenticeship to suit their needs.
Skills for Justice and Financial
and Legal Skills Partnership have
developed the Level 4 Higher
Apprenticeship in Legal Services
with the Chartered Institute of Legal
Executives (CILEx).
The qualification, the first formallyaccredited course of its kind for the
sector, offers an alternative route
to a law career and provides law
firms with a cost-effective workforce
development solution.
Thirty apprentices from eight south
Wales law firms are enrolled on the
programme.
Welsh firms JNP Legal, NewLaw
and BDE Law are some of the
employers taking part, with leading
firms including Lyons Davidson also
involved in developing this new
apprenticeship.
Clair Thomas, 35, swapped make-up
artistry for law to concentrate on
a career at NewLaw. Working as a
Claims Handler, Clair is now one of
the 30 apprentices.
She said: “Not going to university
was one of my biggest regrets. I feel
that studying for the Level 4 Higher
Apprenticeship in Legal Services
is my opportunity to obtain a legal

qualification without incurring the
costs associated with studying for a
law degree.”
Another apprentice, 24-year-old
Sophie Driscoll, joined NewLaw in
2012 and currently works as Case
Assistant in the occupational illness
team.  
Sophie hopes that the Level 4 Higher
Apprenticeship in Legal Services will
develop her technical knowledge of
personal injury to assist her in her
role.
The qualification has been designed
in response to increased demand
for Paralegal level staff to undertake
fee-earning work.
Apprentices have up to two years to
complete their apprenticeship, with
training being delivered by Cardiffbased Kaplan Altior, in partnership
with apprentice specialists Acorn.
The programme is funded by the
Sector Priorities Fund Pilot as part
of the European Social Fund (ESF)
through the Welsh Government. n
For more information about the
programme, contact Alice Tolley
on alice.tolley@sfjuk.com or
07741 249440.

Clair Thomas, Higher Legal
Apprentice at NewLaw
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Sophie Driscoll, Higher Legal
Apprentice at NewLaw

LEGAL NEWS

A Level Results 2013
A*/A 72.2%     A*/A/B 93.1%
Pass rate 100%
St John’s College is again delighted to
have been ranked top school in Wales
at A-level for the 14th successive year
(registered with WAG, inspected by
Estyn, accredited by ISC).
The school has reached new heights
in music performance, and has
strengthened further its teaching
force to expand opportunity in
physical education and sport.
The College’s facilities continue to
improve with the newly built Sixth Form
Study Centre. As the choir school to
Cardiff Metropolitan Cathedral, the
choristers provide outstanding music,

while the College’s recent drama
performance of the operetta Trial by
Jury was a fitting celebration of the
school’s 25th anniversary.
“The range of extra-curricular
activities, particularly the
outstanding musical, choral and
cultural opportunities contributes
significantly to pupils’ academic
development and wellbeing.”
Estyn Inspection Report
(Crown Copyright, 2012)
Please contact the school directly by
phone or email, to organise a preliminary
visit to the school and to meet the staff
and experience this unique ethos and
atmosphere first hand. n
Tel: 02920 778936
admin@stjohnscollegecardiff.co.uk

TRAINING &
EDUCATION

SWANSEA UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW
Looking to qualify as a Police or Court Duty Legal Adviser?
Enhance your employability with these valuable qualifications

© Shutterstock

Swansea University’s College of Law
trains and assesses candidates
for the Police Station Accreditation
Scheme and the Criminal Litigation
Accreditation Scheme.
Swansea University was accredited
by the Law Society in 2005 to
conduct these assessments and
offer training dates and assessment
venues in South Wales, London, the
Midlands and the North of England.
Assessment dates are available
monthly in South Wales and London

with other venues offered on a
quarterly basis.
Training dates (with CPD points)
are also available in South Wales
and London. Our training receives
consistently good feedback and
is interactive, being delivered by
experienced trainers.
Please contact Andrew Clemes on
01792 602251 or at a.j.clemes@
swansea.ac.uk for further details,
including price and available dates. n

Duty Solicitor and Police Station
Representatives accreditation schemes
Assessment in both the Criminal Litigation Accreditation
Scheme (CLAS) and the Police Station Representatives
Accreditation Scheme (PSRAS).
CLAS

PSRAS

CLAS is designed for qualified solicitors
who wish to join both the Police Station
and Magistrates’ Court duty solicitor rotas
in order to provide advice and assistance
to suspects or defendants. The scheme
involves completion of various portfolios
and live tests. We will provide training and
assessment in both the Police Station
Qualification and the Magistrates’ Court
Qualification. Membership of the Criminal
Litigation Accreditation Scheme (CLAS)
enables solicitors to apply to the Criminal
Defence Service for inclusion in duty
solicitor schemes.

PSRAS is a scheme designed for
non-solicitor employees who attend police
stations to advise and assist detainees.
This scheme involves completion of
various portfolios by candidates, a written
examination and a live test. Membership of
the scheme allows non-solicitors to advise
and assist suspects being held at a police
station and to claim payment for providing
such advice and assistance.

UPDATES

Dispute Resolution Barrister of the Year
Gareth Jones of Civitas Law has
been awarded the title “Dispute
Resolution Barrister of the
Year –Wales” by the prestigious
Acquisition International
Magazine. This is the first time
in the Magazines history that
the title has been awarded. The
magazine is best known for its
annual M&A awards awarded
to large law firms, typically,
based in the City.” Gareth
Comments “I am delighted to
have received such recognition,
and would like to thank the
many people who voted for me,
at the same time this is really
an award for Civitas Chambers
as a whole and I am personally
very pleased that it has
achieved this award. Civitas
has already been recognised as
the principle set on circuit for
civil work and this award helps
confirm and consolidate that
position. n

GET YOUR
BUSINESS
NOTICED
If you would like to advertise
in LEGAL NEWS please contact
Alison Jones on:

© Shutterstock

Further information Contact:
Andrew Clemes
Tel: 01792 602251 Email: A.J.Clemes@swansea.ac.uk

Tel: 01905 727907
ALI@pw-media.co.uk
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ZEDEL BRASSERiE AND HawkSmoor

In anticipation of the biennial trip to

Chateaubriand and Porterhouse,

delicious butter the whole time!

little pricey given the type of meal you are

Twickenham, I thought I would find

which are priced by the weight so we

    The prices are extremely reasonable

going to have. They start at £17.75 for a

you a couple of good Central London

cautiously went for the Fillet (£34) and

for Central London and the quality of

bottle but quickly go up to the mid £20s

restaurants to keep you away from the

the Bone-in-Sirloin (£28) which was a

the decor and atmosphere. The Plats

and then a large range getting much

‘all-you-can-eat-buffets’ of China Town

tremendous piece of beef benefiting

du Jour are extremely well-priced at

more expensive. However, all the wines

and the various delights of Soho.

in taste from being cooked on the

£12.95. I had the Saturday Special

including some of the wines up to the

     Hawksmoor is in Air Street, a small

bone. The Beef Dripping Fries were

which was Lapin a la Moutarde; I

£40 bracket are served by the glass and

street running between Regent Street

a slight disappointment as you could

hesitated slightly when the waitress

also in rather handy half litre pichets.

and Piccadilly just a couple of minutes

not tell that the beef dripping added

said it was served with tagliatelle

     Being so close to Piccadilly

from Piccadilly Circus. It produces

anything and size wise they were more

(not very French?) but in fact it was

Circus, both restaurants are ideal for

straightforward British food, mainly steaks

MacDonald’s than British chunky!

a very good combination. The Boeuf

Paddington Station, being only a 20

and seafood in modern surroundings and

     Also a couple of minutes from Piccadilly

Bourguignon (£9.95) had a good rich

minute taxi ride (asked to be dropped

a lively atmosphere. Probably advisable to

Circus is the Zedel Brasserie at 20

taste and the French cut of Onglet

off at the Praed Street entrance rather

book on a Friday or Saturday evening.

Sherwood Street, in the premises where

was a satisfactory size piece of Steak.

than the new Taxi Concourse which

    The starters have a range of traditional

the exclusive Atlantic Bar used to be. This

French Fries did not disappoint!

saves 5 minutes and a couple of quid!)

dishes but modernly presented. The

is a real French experience from the time

    There is a good selection of French

and safely under 30 minutes by tube.

Brixham crab (£10) was some of the

you enter at street level through a very

desserts priced at between £3.50 and

    My deputy critic, Clive Thomas,

tastiest crab I have had when not in

French style little café and then descend

£5.50.

highly recommends Gaucho’s for its

South-West England; the Fried Queenies

down two floors past the Cabaret Room

    It has to be said that the portions are

Argentinian steaks; this is also a couple

(£8) served with Tartare sauce and are

and the sumptuous American Bar. The

on the small side, which is, in fairness,

of minutes from Piccadilly in Swallow

a nice change from scallops, which also

Restaurant itself is a huge room with Art

reflected in the price so you may need

Street, again just off Regent Street. If

appear on the menu. For the meat lovers,

Décor leanings and, although it must seat

to order side dishes but these do not

there is a man who knows his steak,

you must try the Potted Beef served with

more than 200, the service was speedy,

increase the bill dramatically. For the

its Clive, so do not hesitate with this

its own Yorkshire Puddings (£8) and, for

impeccable and friendly. Booking is

same reason and because of the great

recommendation! It also has an elegant

the very brave, the Grilled Bone Marrow

essential especially at the weekends; we

hustle and bustle, I would not recommend

Wine Bar specialising, of course, in

with slow cooked onion (£7).

went at 6 o’clock on a Saturday and there

this for a long gastronomic or romantic

Argentinian wines.

     The fish mains are by and large

was a constant turnover of tables for the

evening but it is ideal for a pre-theatre

    So, just some ideas for the post-

plainly cooked but the real speciality of

next two hours- there was one chap at the

meal or if you are catching an evening

match celebration!! n

the Restaurant is the steak. Most of the

nearby waiter’s station who did nothing

train from Paddington back to Cardiff.

traditional cuts are available, including

but slice the French bread and pot the

     The wines could be thought to be a
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Richard Fisher

KEEP
CALM
AND
JOIN
YOUR LOCAL LAW SOCIETY
Informal, welcoming and supportive, Cardiff & District Law Society has been a home for practitioners
in the Cardiff, Barry and Penarth areas for over 125 years. Leading solicitors firms and barristers
chambers in the area are active members and the society welcomes applications from all levels of legal
service providers: solicitors, NQs, legal executives, barristers, in-house lawyers, public authority lawyers
– anyone involved in the provision of legal services.
During these times of change in legal practice, why not join and take advantage of the following
benefits of membership:
• Have your say - voice your opinions on hot topics at the regular Council meetings or via one of the
many working committees
• Free and discounted CPD - regular free CPD seminars and discounts on CPD courses run by CLT and
the Confederation of South Wales Law Societies
• Shopping discounts - individual and corporate shopping benefits/discounts are available to members
• Advertising - enhanced advertising via the Find a Solicitor database on the Society’s website
• Networking - meet people from other businesses/chambers and raise both your personal
and commercial profiles
• Social events - annual black tie dinner, summer parties and smaller, more regular social events

Go to www.cardifflaw.org for further details
of benefits and membership fees and
apply online TODAY

