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represent the views of the contributor
and are not necessarily the official views
of the Confederation of South Wales Law
Societies, Cardiff & District Law Society,
or of the Editorial Board. The magazine
or members of the Editorial Board are in
no way liable for such opinions. Whilst
every care has been taken to ensure that
the contents of this issue are accurate,
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print, may be reproduced without written
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Are you financially fit?
Seminar invite, Cardiff & District Law Society
Cardiff & District Law Society are pleased to be
working with Wesleyan for Lawyers - specialist
providers of holistic finance planning for lawyers.
This seminar will examine key aspects of effective financial
planning and will look at the following areas in detail:
• Efficient borrowing, including mortgages
• Adequately protecting yourself & your family
• Planning for your retirement goals

Date: 29 April 2010
Time: 5.30 - 7.00pm
CPD Points: 1 hour (unaccredited)
Venue: Law Society Office in Wales, Capital Tower,
Greyfriars Road, Cardiff, CF10 3AG
Speaker: Jon Parker, Area Manager, Wesleyan for
Lawyers.
Complimentary drinks and canapes will be served.
To reserve your place:
Email jon.parker@wesleyan.co.uk, Tel 07769 640 554
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CARDIFF AND
DISTRICT

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Stuart Hutton, PRESIDENT

It has been a busy
month for The Cardiff
and District Law
Society. Our core
aim is to provide
relevance for local
lawyers of all areas
of practice, and
to provide support
and assistance in
your professional
lives. To do this,
we have first set
about modernising
the Council’s
administration,
investing in
accounting software,
a new web site,
new services for
firms (see below)
and new attractions
for members, all of
which are important
for the Society’s
future growth and
development.

employed solicitors could join
us to establish relevance and
focus on their concerns too. One
of the Council’s functions is to
collect views from interested
members on the various
consultation papers issued by the
government and set out those
views forcefully on your behalf.
Views from the whole profession
are necessary so that we can
put forward a view that is wholly
representative of the profession.

The Council sits once a month
and has an agenda which is
wide ranging. We believe that
the Council should be wholly
representative of our profession.
As you know the profession is
made up not only of those of
us in private practice but also
solicitors who are successfully
employed in industry and
the public sector as well.
There are many issues that join
us together as a profession.
It would be nice to think that

Some of you may have strayed
on to our web site at cardifflaw.
org. Historically, the web site has
provided contact numbers and
archived editions of the Legal
News. We are now in the process
of making it more useful. The site
is being developed so that you
will, in due course, be able to
join up, renew membership and
pay your subscription through
the site using a credit card. In
addition tickets for events can
be purchased online: this will

This brings me on to the Society’s
Annual General Meeting which
is to be held on 13th May next.
Please give the AGM some
thought as we would like to hear
from members who are, or might
be interested in taking part on
the Council of the Society. There
are many issues that some will
wish to raise for the future and
a real start will be to join us and
either take part or nominate
someone who you think would
be interested in taking part.
New Website

have real relevance for booking
courses and tickets for our Annual
Dinner. The new web site will be
going live within the next month.
New Recruitment Service
Recruitment has been an ongoing
issue for practices for some
time in terms of both the cost
and finding good and suitable
candidates. I know from my own
experience that one of the biggest
criticisms is that agencies do not
adequately interview candidates
(sometimes they have not met
them in person at all) but pass
on their details to firms in a
“letter box” way. The costs of
recruitment can be as much as
25% of a candidate’s annual
salary which in these tough times
is prohibitive for many practices.
The Cardiff Law Society Council
recognised this problem and has
established a recruitment arm,
Premier Legal Recruitment, which
will be formally launched in April.
Together with Monmouthshire
Law Society, we have entered
into a partnership with Capstone
Recruitment who will personally
interview the candidates ensuring
they are likely to be suitable
before passing on the details to
an interested firm. Preferential
rates, substantially lower
than some other commercial
recruitment agencies, will be
offered to firm members as
a benefit of membership. We
aim to make Premier Legal
Recruitment the first place that
candidates approach to publish
their details and the first choice

for local firms looking to recruit.
Did you know...?
That membership of the Cardiff
Law Society offers you discount
on many local restaurants, cafes
and shops? A full list of places
offering discount to members is
published on our website and
discount can be obtained simply
by showing your membership card.
Annual Dinner
The Annual Law Society dinner
is fast approaching. It will be
held at Cardiff City Hall on Friday
17th April 2010. This is always a
lively and entertaining occasion
and a great opportunity to have
fun and meet colleagues from
other practices and even to
invite clients. This year our guest
speaker is Robbie Glen, a former
Prison Governor in Scotland,
followed by dancing and music
provided by the Smoking Aces, a
local band with a great reputation.
There is an application form on
page 13 so book your tickets
now! I hope to see you all there!

Stuart Hutton

Words Re-defined: Gastronomy - The Study of Michelin Stars
LEGAL NEWS WWW.CARDIFFLAW.ORG APRIL 2010 3

UPDATE

ILEX UP-DATE
ILEX SOUTH WALES BRANCH - On
24th February ILEX South Wales
Branch held its AGM at Coleg Glan
Hafren, Cardiff. We were fortunate
to have the ILEX President, Judith
Gordon Nicholls attend the AGM
to support the event. Judith had
expressed a wish to meet as many
Members as possible during her
Presidential year. The Branch
therefore hosted a Reception
before the AGM and many
Students attended to meet the
President and enjoy the hospitality
by way of a buffet and drinks.
Judith confirmed to the Branch
Members at the AGM the progress
being made at ILEX Head Office with
regards to obtaining a Royal Charter
and encouraged Members to use
the new Website set up at www.ilex.
org.uk. Judith also confirmed that
many ILEX Members had registered
with MyIlex where they can register
their personal information, their
CPD on-line and obtain further
information on progress at ILEX and
the various Branches countrywide
which hold regular events,
whether social or academic.
The Branch was pleased to confirm
that Branch Membership fees will
not increase and are as follows :Fellows - £15.00
Graduate Members and
Associate Members - £10.00
Affiliate Members £5.00
Students – free for the first full year.
(To incorporate the New
Grades of Membership)
Also we were pleased to welcome
a new Committee Member, William
Stewart, who will be the Student
representative. Otherwise the
Branch Committee Members
remain unchanged with Chairman
- Wayne Phillips, Vice Chairman Fran Edwards, Secretary – Michelle
Morgan, Treasurer – Kevin McCarthy
and Committee Members Sian
James and Mandy Blackwell.
Many or the Branch events are
supported by Coleg Glan Hafren
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and Lorna Williams of the Coleg,
in particular, has done a lot of
work to support the Students
and the Branch since the Branch
was re-established. Lorna was
therefore asked to join the
Branch as an Affiliated Member
which she duly accepted.
We discussed subsequent social
events which we hope will be
well supported, such as a quiz
Night and the Annual Ball and
the Branch Committee Members
are currently considering a
venue and date for this.
Students should note that the
Revision Days are fast approaching
and will be held on 27th and 28th
May 2010 in conjunction with
Coleg Glan Hafren, at Coleg Glan
Hafren City Road, 35 The Parade,
Cardiff. The New Level 3 Revision
Day is to take place on 27th May
at a cost of £45 any unit per 2
hour session for Branch Members
and £50 Non-Members. The New
Level 6 Revision Day is to take
place on 28th May at a cost of
£50 any unit per 2 hour session
for Branch Members and £55 NonMembers. (Subject to demand.)
ILEX HEAD OFFICE - Finally,
the ILEX National Conference
was held on 11th March at The
Commonwealth Club in London.
The keynote speaker was The
Honourable Mrs Justice Dobbs
DBE. This was followed by a Panel
Session chaired by ILEX Council
Member, Nick Hanning. The topic
was “Your Future and the Changing
Legal Landscape”. Questions were
put to Dr Diane Hayter, Chair of
the Legal Services Consumer
Panel, Chris Kenny, Chief Executive
of the Legal Services Board,
Eddie Ryan, Managing Director
of Co-Operative Legal Services
and Alan Kershaw, Chair of ILEX
Profession Standards. It is fair to
say there were some very pointed
questions which were answered
well by the Panel Members.

The afternoon Workshops included
Developing your Partnership Skills,
Legal Skills Up-date, Advocacy
Skills Up-date. I had the dubious
pleasure of talking at the Legal
Skills Up-date on Family Law
up-dates. This Workshop was
actually the best attended of the
day. It was based on a Storyline
of “When Harry met Sally” and
covered topics of Conveyancing,
Probate, Personal Injury and
Family and was therefore of

interest to the variety of people in
attendance and actually good fun.
The event concluded with a
Drinks Reception which most, if
not all attended and a Reception
to launch IPS. The event was
extremely well organised and
attended and despite being a
very long day, was enjoyable.
FRAN EDWARDS
ILEX Council Member for Wales

agm notice
The Incorporated Law Society
for Cardiff & District

and Council members and approval
of special resolutions and reports.

Notice is hereby given that the
Annual General Meeting of this
Society will be held at the Park
House Club, 20 Park Place, Cardiff
on Thursday 13th May 2010
commencing at 6pm.

Further details and a full agenda can
be obtained from the undersigned to
whom nominations should be sent
by the 30th April 2010.

The business to be transacted will
include presentation of accounts
for 2009, appointment of officers

Michael Walters,
Administrator
34 Ty Fry Gardens,
Cardiff, CF3 3NQ
DX 33029 Cardiff 1.

SWTSG
Answers at the ready, fingers
on buzzers; it’s time to play the
SWTSG pub quiz! Or at least it
was last February when thirteen
teams gathered from different
firms and fiercely competed
against one another at Y Mochyn
Du pub! Ironically, no firm came
up top and instead, a group of
LPC students were rewarded
with first prize, closely followed
by Geldards and Hugh James
as runners up. The evening was
generously sponsored by JNP
Legal; attendees enjoyed free
drinks and the three top scorers
were given generous prizes.
The students’ win is timed
nicely with the SWTSG’s next
project which involves a “speed
networking” event between trainee
solicitors and law students. The

aim of the project is to enable
budding trainees at University to
receive useful tips and advice on
life as a trainee. This is part of a
longstanding aim of the SWTSG
to strengthen links between
students and trainees. Keep an
eye out on our website www.
SWTSG.com for further details!
Further upcoming events
include a networking event
between the Cardiff and
District Law Society and the
SWTSG on 6th May 2010, a
careers evening with Chadwick
Nott 8th April 2010 and the
Summer Ball in June. Further
details will be announced
on our website shortly.
Sophie Jones
(National Representative
for the SWTSG)

UPDATE

Women in Law
Women in Law celebrated their
25th anniversary in April 2009.
A Dinner and Dance was held
at the newly refurbished Park
Hotel, Park Place, Cardiff. The
event was very well attended
and was a great success.
The South East Wales Branch
of Women in Law has proved
very successful over the past 25
years. A number of Women in Law
Groups in England have stopped
operating due to lack of support.
This has not happened to the
South East Branch of Women
in Law. The members of the
Committee have worked very hard
to attract new members and also
to keep the old members happy.
The AGM will be held on 20th April
2010 - the venue is to be decided.

Women in Law are intending to
take a table at Cardiff and District
Law Society dinner on 16th April
2010. Send your application
form directly to Richard Fisher,
Charles Crookes DX33025
Cardiff 1 rfisher@ccj-law.co.uk
mentioning that you wish to be
on the Women in Law table.
We are hoping to hold a summer
lunch at Carluccios which is due
to open in the Brewery quarter
and to hold a barbecue evening
at the Llandaff Rowing Club
during the summer months.
Some interest has been shown in
attending the polo day at Fonmon
Castle/Cardiff Castle on 27th
June 2010. On 4th July 2010
the George Thomas Hospice is
organising ‘Puccini and Pimms’ in

the gardens of the George Thomas
Hospice. Women in Law will take
a table and encourage members
to attend. The tickets cost £22.00
to cover the cost of a glass of
Pimms or wine and afternoon tea.
In October 2010 Cowbridge holds
a fashion week culminating in
a dinner on the Saturday night.
It is hoped Women in Law will
take a table at this event.
Further events are in the process
of being planned throughout the
year. Examples of past events

include an exclusive shopping
evening at Top Shop, a Champagne
tour of Cardiff (enjoyed by all who
attended), stress management
talks, MAC makeover event
and fashion evenings.
Anyone interested in joining Women
in Law should contact Mrs Jan
Tillyard at Merrils Ede, 17 Park
Place, Cardiff CF10 3BA – DX
33032 Cardiff for a membership
form. New members will be
made to feel very welcome.

Anyone for Cricket?
Cardiff & Disrtict Law Society has been invited to
play Swansea Law Society, possibly on the St Helens
Ground. Anyone interested in playing should contact:

James Davenport, Charles Crookes. DX 33025 Cardiff.
Tel: 02920 494271
Email: jdavenport@ccj-law.co.uk

SCHOOL OF LAW
SWANSEA UNIVERSITY
COURT DUTY SOLICITOR & POLICE STATION
REPRESENTATIVE ACCREDITATION HIGHER
RIGHTS OF AUDIENCE ACCREDITATION
(CRIMINAL COURTS)

Celebrating 25 years of professional costing
services to solicitors

The School of Law provides training and
assessment in both Police Station and
Court Duty Adviser Schemes and is now
accredited to assess candidates in the Higher
Rights of Audience Qualification (Criminal).
We offer...
• Fortnightly assessments for live and written
tests for the above 3 Schemes in Swansea
(School of Law, Swansea University) and London;
•	Rapid CLAS/PSRAS portfolio assessment;
•	Regular training dates for all 3 Schemes.

Assessment and training
dates available from...
Andrew Clemes, Director of Professional Development,
School of Law, Swansea University SA2 8PP.
01792 602251 a.j.clemes@swan.ac.uk
Or email the administrator:
CLASadministrator@swansea.ac.uk
Please visit our website at:
http://www.dutysolswansea.co.uk/
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BRUXELLES IN THE SPRING
Peter Davies, Vice President, CDLS

Not even the last
snow storms of
one of the longest
winters for some
time could prevent
eight determined
solicitors from
making the journey
to the EU Capital.
We checked in to the Novotel Tour
Noire, an efficient business hotel,
incorporating an aquatic health
centre and the Tour Noire, which
is a rare surviving watch tower
of the 12th Century city walls.
However, health and history was
not in the forefront of our minds
that evening, and thanks to the
advance scouting of one of our
party, we dined in a traditional
Belgian fish restaurant, Chez
Léon, where oysters and scallops
were followed by moulle frittes.
And after a glass or two of fine
burgundy, we had soon forgotten
about the long journey, how
tired we were and retired for a
night cap to a bar in the Grand
Place, setting us up perfectly for
the following day’s activities.
On our first full day, we visited
the Law Society’s joint Brussels
office in the Schuman area, at the
very heart of the EU district. Julia
Bateman, who runs the office,
and who we hope will visit Wales
later this year, gave a briefing on
the EU, its institutions and key
areas of EU law. All the lectures
she had organised for us were
not only interesting but relevant.
As a sign of our commitment,
we have all signed up to receive
regular EU email updates on
a wide variety of subjects that
impact on our daily practices.
These are available to all
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practitioners by simply sending
an email to the Brussels office
quoting “Subscribe” giving your
contact details and details of
the publications you require.
Our visit to Brussels also
coincided with the Welsh
Assembly Government’s St
David’s Day celebrations, and
we had been kindly invitied by
the First Minister, Carwyn Jones
AM, to attend a drinks reception.
This was an ideal networking
opportunity for us all. We also
enjoyed seeing the finest of Welsh
canapes, being prepared and
served to the large gathering.
An hour or so later, we aimed
for our next port of call, being
Chez Patrick, a cherished and
popular restaurant which refuses
to change or diversify from its
traditions of solid, good value,
truly Belgian cooking. Later on
that evening, we found another
quiet bar where we debated the
rights and wrongs of Government
regulation – should it be Cardiff
Bay, Westminster or Brussels
or a mixture of all three.

In the afternoon, we visited the
European Parliament. Although,
sadly, it was not in session,
we did sit in on one or two of
the Committees which were
working behind the scenes.
Later on that evening, we
were generously looked after
by Kay Swinburne, the Welsh
Conservative MEP. Ms Swinburne
was born in Aberystwyth and
educated at Llandysul Grammar
School. She graduated in Bio
Chemistry at Kings College,
London, and following a
successful banking career in
London, she was elected MEP
in June 2009. We are all very
grateful to Kay and her staff for
giving us that extra insight into the
workings of the EU’s institutions.
We continued our debate on the
merits of our current electoral
arrangements with her. However,
I have to report that no firm
conclusions were reached!

Our visit to the heart of Europe
could not go by without taking
in some of Brussels’ night life
and needless to say, we found
one or two very lively places.
The following morning, however,
we headed for Gare du Midi,
to board the Eurostar for
our return journey to London
and then back to Cardiff.
We are all grateful to Geraint
Williams at the Wales Office
for preparing our cultural and
educational exchange. We learnt
a great deal in a short time and
made new and, hopefully, longlasting friends.

Peter Davies
Vice President
Cardiff & District Law Society

I cannot remember our
conclusion. Indeed, I think
that the atmospheric and
cosmopolitan surroundings of
the bar brought an early end to
our not too serious debates.
Tuesday morning gave us all an
opportunity to visit the Gallery
Royales shopping arcade and
to stock up with a generous
supply of Belgian chocolates
and for the cultured to visit the
Musees Royaux des Beaux Arts
- a tour de force containing the
exhilarating Rubens collection
and an unparalleled assembly of
works by the Belgian symbolists.

Peter Davies and Michael Walters with Carwyn Jones AM

The Incorporated Law Society for Cardiff and District
CALLING ALL CARDIFF & DISTRICT LAW SOCIETY MEMBERS - SAVE 50% ON CPD COURSES!
It is never too early for practitioners to plan their own CPD
training for the year and indeed, to consider the training
requirements of others within their practices.
In conjunction with Central Law Training (CLT), the Cardiff &
District Law Society offers savings to its members of 50% on
CPD Courses – you will more than recover the cost of your
subscription if you attend just ONE course!
These discounts are offered to members attending the following
courses (all to be held at Cardiff venues to be confirmed by CLT):

How to Book?

Members should contact CLT’s Booking Department direct on
0121 355 0900, quoting their membership number.

COURSE TITLE		

How to Join Cardiff & District Law Society in order to take
advantage of these great discounts?
Details of how to join the Society and the CURRENTLY REDUCED
JOINING FEES can be found within the ‘membership pages’
elsewhere within this edition of Legal News. Alternatively, please
contact the Membership Secretary, Vrinda Theara on 029 20
385385 for further details.
Should anybody have suggestions for future courses, please
contact me by e-mail (tomd@dolmans.co.uk) or telephone (029
20 345531).
Tom Danter, Education and Training Secretary
Cardiff & District Law Society

DATE

COST

Commercial Property Update (6 hours)
16th April 2010
			

£210 + VAT (members)
£420 + VAT (non-members)

Company Articles under the Companies Act 2006:
5th May 2010
Amending Existing Articles & the New Default (6 hours)		

£210 + VAT (members)
£420 + VAT (non-members)

Company Law Update: The Companies Act 2006
17th May 2010
– One Year On (3 hours)		

£120 + VAT (members)
£240 + VAT (non-members)

Personal Injury Update 2010
27th May 2010
			

£210 + VAT (members)
£420 + VAT (non-members)

Civil Litigation Update 2010 (6 hours)

£210 + VAT (members)

14th June 2010

			

£420 + VAT (non-members)

Wills and Probate Update 2010 (5 hours)
22nd June 2010
			

£210 + VAT (members)
£420 + VAT (non-members)

Defending Speeding Allegations (3 hours)
8th July 2010
			

£120 + VAT (members)
£240 + VAT (non-members)

THE CONFEDERATION OF SOUTH WALES LAW SOCIETIES ANNOUNCES

FREE MEMBERSHIP 2010
ELIGIBILITY:

TO JOIN

• All Solicitors

Simply fill in your details and send to: Michael Walters, Secretary

• Trainee Solicitors
• Barristers
• Pupil Barristers
• Legal Executives
• Trainee Legal Executives
• Para Legals
• Law Students, full & part time

BENEFITS INCLUDE:
• Free subscription to Legal News
• Reduced course fees
• Social functions

Email: michaelwalters1@hotmail.co.uk or DX Cardiff 33029.
NAME: _________________________________________________
PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION, ADDRESS/ DX NUMBER:
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL: _______________________________TEL. _____________________________
By including your email address you agree that The Confederation (only)
may contact you by email with various updates and courses.

SIGNATURE: _______________________________ DATE: ________________________

LEGAL NEWS WWW.CARDIFFLAW.ORG APRIL 2010 7

PRESIDENT’S REPO
“Spring has sprung,
the grass is riz, I
wonder where the
birdies is?” Well,
Dear Reader, here
at Maison Mumf,
they are leaping
about in serried
profusion. I am
particularly pleased
that my “intensive
winter bird feeding
regime” has produced
a particularly
welcome newcomerthe Long Tailed Tit.
Cheeky things they
are. The last time
I saw one was in
Brittany. So Spring
= Bird= Paris in
springtime= France.
So today I shall be
mostly trying to put
French references
into this missive.
I do like a theme.
Quelle Fromage.
On Sunday morning I found
myself doing something that I
hadn’t done for a very long
time. Non, Non. Not that,
Madame. Buying a Sunday
newspaper at the crack of dawn.
Normally my Sabbath am’s are
spent pottering about (at my
age that is what I now dopotter) with some mundane
task like putting peanuts in
the bird feeder (or squirrel
feeder in reality), bunging the
accumulated soiled nether
garments into the Hotpoint or
embarking on the latest
doomed DIY task that I have set
myself. (Although as I speak
my most recent creation“traditional log cabin and clear
plastic influenced utility
8 APRIL 2010 WWW.CARDIFFLAW.ORG LEGAL NEWS

room” -still stands having
beaten the ravages of the past
“Met Office Mild Winter”!
OK- a couple of leaks and a
couple of bits have become
detached, but nothing that a
good whack with a hammer
and a bit of expanding foam
didn’t cure,) Tres Practical,
Moi.
As a “lark” I like the mornings. And
Sunday seems to be a particularly
good morning for getting things
done. The morning stroll into
the bustling Metropolis that is
Narberth (recommended for its
magnificent variety of shops and
restaurants for those planning
a day out “Dowwnn Wearst”),
comes at around 11.30 normally.
But last Sunday I was Duty
Sol, and a 7 am finish at the
Gendarmerie meant I was feeling
worthy enough to re-mortgage the
house and purchase the half a rain
forest, three free DVD’s that go
straight into the bin (one of which,
coincidentally, had that Gerard
Depardapardeparde ... bloke with
the nose and the hair) and the
three dozen sofa brochures that
make up the Thunderer these
days. It was to be tea and toast,
watch the morning Match of the
Day and doss time. Bliss. Felicite.
(Sorry-can’t find les accents
on my 1920’s Remmington.)
And, since I was altering
from my normal routine, I did
not, as per my wont, dive
straight into the Sports pages,
followed by the motoring
section, the Style Mag (who
am I kidding?) and the
Appointments pages (do I really
have the qualities or desire to
be the Children’s Operational
Director for Brent Council?
Je ne pense pas!). No I
plunged straight into the news.

The main bit. The part that
usually lies on the floor
until about 6pm, when all the
best bits have been consumed,
considered as important
enough to be read again.
And discarded. The road to
Hell is paved with good
intentions n’est pas?
So: “No 10 in Spin Doctor row”
(Yawn. Baillement.); “Ashcroft
plans to be media mogul” (ici
ou 1’etranger where he stashes
his tax free dosh?); “Too many
GCSE’s make children ill” (11 plus
made me ill. By the time I got
to Law Society Part 2’s I was a
gibbering hypochondriac! Malade
comme un chien!); “Vegans and
teetotallers to get discrimination
rights” (Incroyable!); “Balls targets
school clubs in £500m cuts”
(let the pesky little varmints
pick okum, break stones, fill
potholes and clean the
streets I say. Bring back national
service. Stop free milk! Or have
they already done that? J’oublier.)
By the time I’d read “Sex Romanaif you thought the TV series
Rome was lewd, wait till you see
Spartacus!” (Ooh la la! And Oui, I
did read it-avidly.) on page 14, my
goldfish-like attention span
had reached its sell by date.
And just as I was about to
reach for the Sport section the
phone went. Who on earth rings
on a Sunday morning? Have
they no savoir faire? Salud le
Mec! (Don’t know what that
means, but it’s very rude.)
I’ll tell you who. Radio
Pembrokeshire. Some listener
had e-mailed an urgent request to
be told about the John Venables
story. Had I read it. Could I
explain what it was all about?
Could I pop in to go on air?

Well, Non, Non and are you off
your tete? I eventually agreed
to attempt an answer on my
regular Wednesday morning
slot. Much less dangereuseno one listens then
anyway.
So, back to the front page of
Le Temps, and a two day scroll
through all the material I could
find, watching and listening to TV
and radio debates by the score.
Which led to THE QUESTION.
“Why doesn’t life imprisonment
mean just that, and what is a
tariff, and why should this man
have anonymity, and why don’t
we just string him up as we
should have in the first place?”
Four questions then. All of
which have been answered
by luminaries ranging from
High Court Judges via Probation
Officers to Bert Grungesprocket
of Cleethorpes (who suggests
that chemical castration and
a good bucket of sulphuric
acid over all criminal deviants
would obliterate criminality and
obviate the necessity for prison
expansion. Solution tres Elegant!)
Having trotted out the boringly
standard response a l’homme de
loi (‘Cos some crimes are worse
than others, tariffs are not set in
stone and some prisoners don’t
get out at that point, they have
to go before the Parole Board.) I
reached the anonymity stage. And
that is where it gets a tad tricky.
The problem with the Jamie
Bulger murder, is that virtually
everyone who was capable
of conscious thought when
it broke was horrified.
Firstly how could anyone hurt
such a tiny, trusting, lovely little
boy. Even hard-nosed cynics

ORT - April 2010
shed a tear to see him being
led out of that shopping centre.
To die as he did would have
been monstrous anyway.
But that his killers were only ten
years old, was just inconceivable.
How could CHILDREN do that?
The case led to the demise
of the legal maxim of Doli
Incapax. It led to the death
of “childlike innocence”.
These evil boys had to be
punished. And rehabilitated.
So here’s the rub. After nine
years in an, admittedly low level,
institution, could they be released?
If so, how could they possibly live
as normal a life as possible?
They had to be given new
identities, otherwise some vigilante
would have rubbed them out. That
is not what British Justice is about.
Having been given this fresh
start, and remember the terms
of their licence meant they were
never going to be truly “free”,
what happens if they re-offend?
I suppose it was inevitable
that the media circus would
become a feeding frenzy. But
could it not have been unleashed
AFTER the due process of
law had taken place? I
don’t have the information to
point fingers at anyone, but
that leak was a disastrous
error.
It isn’t just John Venables who
will suffer the probability of not
having a fair trial, it’s every single
man between the ages of twenty
to thirty five, accused of whatever
Venables is charged with (IF
he is charged), because he,
Venables, has to stand trial
under his new identity.

And does that mean that each
jury is told by the trial judge
that they must NOT jump to the
conclusion that this is Venables?
Will they really believe that? Will
we have the prisoner in the dock
screaming at the end of the trial
not only that he is innocent, but
also that he is not John Venables?
And how many Appeals will
be mounted on the fact
that the jury misdirected
themselves that the defendant
they tried was in fact a monster
who deserved everything he got.
Frankly it is a ghastly situation.
I just feel for the poor Bulger
family, who have been pitched
back into their nightmare.
As to the “Hang `em High”
Brigade- could we really
countenance executing two,
admittedly psychopathic, ten
year olds? No. I didn’t think so.
So having got that off my potrine
(that may actually mean bedside
cabinet, but c’est la vie) on to
more matters of a lighter nature.
This year the Confederation is
going to increase the number
of courses we run, kicking off
with the Complaints Seminar on
12th May (see page 12) – this
is a MUST to attend. We have
top-notch speakers and this
area is only going to get nastier,
mes amis! This is followed by
a talk on the Assisted Suicide
Guidelines on 19th May (see
page 10) - tres topical!
We are also going to try for two
superieux soirees, maybe even
with a touche originale. So please
look out for announcements
in this august journal.
We had the AGM, and a very jolly
dinner thereafter, where we “dined

out” Lord Roy Morgan, who has
been on our council for donkey’s
years. As he pointed out, he had
actually only been to one council
meeting, but he’s worth it! Despite
my attempts to get Fishy promoted
to Monsieur Le President, he
refused and you’ve got me encore.
We do want a new Equal
Opportunities Sec, the brilliant
Eleanor Williams having ascended
to her much more important
role (Thanks again for your
exceptional contribution,
Eleanor) so any volunteers are
very welcome. And we will try
to provide as good a service to
our members as possible.
Please don’t forget that
membership is still FREE to
any Solicitor, Barrister, Legal
Exec, Paralegal and student.
An application form is on
page 7 of this magazine.
Finally, I leave you with a tale
from my exotic travels. Last
week I found myself in
delightful Hereford, defending a
gentleman from Yorkshire (Don’t
ask-c’est trop, trop difficile!).
I am always a little nervous in
Hereford, as the English residents

are free to murder any Welshman
who invades their realm with
perfect legal immunity. OK, it
has to be by a long bow, but
I am a natural coward. How
do I know whether the
Herefordshire Archers Guild
aren’t waiting for the ideal
target-a fat, slow, white
haired Taff in a cheap suit?
Whilst there I fell into conversation
with a delightful local advocate,
who told me that he had learnt
Welsh in his sixties as he had
crossed the border to become
a Cymbrogi. He tells me he
was prompted to do this by a
story of an even older English
Gent who, when asked why he
had learnt Welsh, said that he
wished to pray in Welsh. “Why
would you want to pray in
Welsh?” came the question.
“To save the Almighty the
trouble of translating!”
And on that rather neat
reference to language, I bid
you all a fond Adieu. Comme
le plus proche. Bon Chance.

Mumf

To advertise in our
next edition, please
contact Alison Jones:
Telephone 01905
727902 or email
ali@pw-media.co.uk
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CPD seminars

Cardiff & District Law Society and
The Confederation of South Wales Law Societies
In association with The Law School, University of Glamorgan
Presents
‘ASSISTED SUICIDE & LIVING WILLS’
Wednesday 19th May 2010, 5.15pm, 2 CPD Hrs
(Members £25.00, Non Members £30.00)
The Park House Club, 20, Park Place, Cardiff, CF10 3DQ.

Following the recent announcement from The Director of Public Prosecutions, Simon
Clements, the Head Of Special Crime Division, CPS Headquarters, London, will talk to us about
how the new policy was devised and how it will be operated by the Crown Prosecution Service.

Programme
5.15
5.30

CPD Registration and Coffee
Introduction: Tom Atherton.
Head Wales Complex Casework
Unit, Crown Prosecution Service

5.35

Assisted Suicide: Mr Simon
Clements, Head of Special Crime,
putting into practice the DPP’s
policy on cases of assisted suicide
Plenary Session

BOOKING FORM
Full Name
Firm
Tel
Address
DX Number
Email
(Please print)
I/We should like to book
place/s for the Assisted Suicide Course to be held at
The Parc House Club, 20, Park Place, Cardiff, CF10 3DQ and enclose a cheque in the sum
of £
made payable to The Confederation of South Wales Law Societies.
N.B. PLEASE ENCLOSE PAYMENT, AS BOOKINGS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT IT.
Return to: Michael Walters, 34 Ty Fry Gardens. Cardiff, CF3 3NQ, DX 33029 Cardiff 1
michaelwalters1@hotmail.co.uk.
(Speakers may be subject to variation on the day. We regret that it will not be possible to provide
refunds of course fees in the event of cancellation less than 48 hours before the seminar)
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CPD seminars

The Confederation of South Wales Law Societies
In association with The Law School, University of Glamorgan
Presents
‘COMPLAINTS – THE NEW REGIME’
How to avoid complaints and how to deal with them
12th May 2010, 2.00 - 5.15pm, 3 CPD Hrs
(Members £75.00, Non Members £100.00 including Refreshments & Free Parking)
The Law School, Crawshay House, Main Campus, University of Glamorgan, Pontypridd
Chaired by Richard Fisher, Vice-President, Confederation of South Wales Law Societies

Speakers
Elizabeth France
Chair, Office for Legal Complaints
Kristina Orton
Local Conciliation Officer and Consultant with The Law Society
Duncan Finlyson
Solicitors Assistance Scheme
BOOKING FORM
Full Name
Firm
Tel
Address
DX Number
Email
(Please print)
I/We should like to book
place/s for the Complaints Handling Course
to be held on 13th May 2010 and enclose a cheque in the sum of £
made payable to The Confederation of South Wales Law Societies.
N.B. PLEASE ENCLOSE PAYMENT, AS BOOKINGS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT IT.
Return to: Michael Walters, 34 Ty Fry Gardens. Cardiff, CF3 3NQ, DX 33029 Cardiff 1
michaelwalters1@hotmail.co.uk.
(Speakers may be subject to variation on the day. We regret that it will not be possible to provide
refunds of course fees in the event of cancellation less than 48 hours before the seminar)
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ANNUAL
DINNER

INCORPORATED LAW SOCIETY FOR CARDIFF AND DISTRICT

ANNUAL DINNER
CITY HALL, CARDIFF • FRIDAY, 16th APRIL 2010
Support your Society and your President

STUART HUTTON
Guest Speaker:
ROBBIE GLEN
(former Governor, Barlinnie Prison)

Followed by Music and Dancing with Smokin Aces

7.00pm for 7.30pm
Black Tie • Tickets £50 per person
Tickets available from: Richard Fisher, Charles Crookes, 51 The Parade, Cardiff,
DX 33025 Cardiff. Telephone (029) 2049 1271 Email: rfisher@ccj-law.co.uk

Sponsored by
Aon - Insurance intermediary for the legal profession,
Wesleyan for Lawyers, Phoenix Legal Services,
7Side, Premier Legal Recruitment and Lloyds TSB Bank.

We would like to reserve _________ places and enclose a cheque for
£_________ payable to Inc. Law Society for Cardiff & District
Name of Contact: ______________________________________________________
Name of Firm: _________________________________________________________
Address/DX: ___________________________________________________________
Telephone No. _________________________________________________________
Special Dietary Requirements: ___________________________________________

LEGAL NEWS WWW.CARDIFFLAW.ORG APRIL 2010 13

Membership
Matters

CDLS Membership 2010

We are currently refreshing the
membership benefits for both
personal and business use to
ensure members receive the
maximum benefit from their
local law society. Excitingly, the
Society has this year negotiated a
reduced rate on recruitment fees
with Premier Legal Recruitment
(which will be launching soon)
for any firms which take up
the annual firm membership.
The potential discounts
available will be extremely
beneficial to firm members.
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• CHEAPER CPD POINTS!
Membership entitles you to 50 %
discount on CPD courses run
by the Cardiff & District Law
Society and CLT courses held
in Cardiff and 25% off courses
run by the Confederation of
South Wales Law Societies.
• FIXED FEE COUNSEL’S ADVICE
The scheme enables members
to receive advice from specialist
counsel (at various local
Chambers) of up to thirty
minutes duration either in
person at Chambers or by
telephone for a fixed fee.

• Substantial discounts on joining
fees at COTTRELL
PARK GOLF CLUB

(up to 4 per match).
• Reduced membership cost to
ST DAVID’S HOTEL spa and gym.

• 20% off at HAWKES MENSWEAR

• WASHINGTON GALLERY–
Contemporary Welsh Art Gallery
- Offering 10% off the purchase
price of paintings
throughout 2010

• 10% discount on CARDIFF

• 10% discount for home users

DEVILS ICE HOCKEY corporate
packages (ideal for marketing!)
and reduced price individual
tickets for Cardiff Devils
Hockey ice hockey matches

• EXPERTUS IT (Business only
IT Support) 20% discount
for business users
LEISURE BENEFITS
• Substantial discounts on
dining, conference facilities,
room rates and
banqueting from:

from RADFORD COMPUTING and
20% discount for
business users.
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Renewal of Membership- send
your request for MEMBERSHIP
RENEWAL and CHEQUE (made
payable to ‘Cardiff & District
Law Society’) to Jennifer Perry,
Treasurer, Cardiff & District Law
Society, c/o Principality Building
Society, PO Box 89, Queen Street
Cardiff or DX 144240 Cardiff 29.

WORK RELATED BENEFITS

• CREATE WEALTH MANAGEMENT
(financial advisors)-free
½ hour initial consultation
and 20% off all fees

t

New Members- request a ‘NEW
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
FORM’ from Vrinda Theara, of
Morgan Cole, Bradley Court,
Park Place, Cardiff CF10 3DP or
DX 33014 Cardiff 1 or e-mail:
Vrinda.theara@morgan-cole.com

Other membership benefits
which we have secured include:
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We have been
astounded by the
number of new
members who have
so far signed up for
membership of the
Cardiff & District Law
Society this year.
To take advantage
of the offers which
we have secured for
our members and
this year’s REDUCED
membership
rates please:

• The Bear Hotel High St
Cowbridge CF71 7AF
• The Coed-Y-Mwstwr Hotel
Coychurch Nr Bridgend
• The New House Country
Hotel Thornhill Cardiff
• Oscars Bar & Grill
High St Cowbridge
• SINCLAIR GROUP- beneficial
vehicle lease rates for Audi,
VW and/ or Mercedes. (See
article contained in this
magazine for more information)

Quarter.indd 1

PW Media and Publishing LTD

For more information, contact us:
T 01905 723011 W www.pw-media.co.uk
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Recruitment

Premier Legal Recruitment
Premier Legal
Recruitment has been
created with one key
focus; ‘Whether you are
looking for THAT job or
THE individual for your
organisation, Premier
Legal Recruitment will
deliver’. With this in
mind, Ian Cross, Nicola
Cross and Mary Rogers
have teamed up with
the Cardiff & District
Law Society and
Monmouth & District
Law Society to provide
a recruitment service
to all the members
and also to the legal
profession as a whole.
Based in Cardiff, Ian Cross, Nicola
Cross and Mary Rogers are Capstone
Recruitment, an independent Welsh
recruitment agency that works with
a network of like-minded business
partners across the United Kingdom.
Dedicated to providing a quality
recruitment service to both clients
and candidates, the Capstone team
of professionals believe that only by
listening and fully understanding their
clients specific requirements can
they provide the search and selection
process to fit every clients needs.

Now, in April 2010, Capstone
Recruitment, Cardiff & District
Law Society and Monmouth &
District Law Society are pleased to
introduce Premier Legal Recruitment.
This new division will harness
Capstone Recruitment’s personal
and innovative service to provide a
strong and dedicated service to all
members of Cardiff & District Law
Society and Monmouth & District
Law Society at a preferential rate.
To showcase the unique values of the
company, Premier Legal Recruitment
will be present at the Cardiff & District
Annual Dinner being held on the
16th April 2010. The official launch
will be on May 6th 2010 at the Yard
(in St Mary’s Street Cardiff) at 6pm
which will be open to all legal firms
and individuals, granting them the
opportunity to join Cardiff & District
and Monmouthshire Law Societies,
South Wales Trainee Solicitors Group
and Premier Legal Recruitment

at this Networking evening.
Premier Legal Recruitment’s ethos
of treating every individual as unique
and, with its modern services, it will
ensure that a candidate is never
overlooked for a position that matches
their skill set. The company will
provide a candidate with honesty,
integrity and professionalism.
Furthermore, it aims to find each
candidate their perfect career move
by listening and fully understanding

Premier Legal Recruitment
acknowledges that the key to
success for its client and candidates
is building and maintaining longterm business partnerships, keeping
up to date with the ever-changing
technology within the recruitment
sector and making sure that the
business/individual is always kept
up to date with proceedings. This
new addition to the company will
further compliment Capstone

each individual and what their
requirements for employment are.

Recruitments ability to finding each
candidate their perfect job, and
each client their perfect candidate.

Each business client of Premier Legal
Recruitment will also be treated with
an exclusive outlook, making such
each candidate is perfect for each
company. The company believes
that people are the most important
asset within any organisation and
aim to completely understand
the clients company, their values,
goals and visions for the future,
to find the perfect candidate.

With the Cardiff & District Law Society
and Monmouth & District Law Society
offering its members a personal and
tailor-made approach, Premier Legal
Recruitment can only grow stronger.
With its advanced technologies,
unique style and committed team of
professionals, the company is altering
the way businesses and individuals
view the recruitment sector.

In 2009, Capstone Recruitment
teamed up with the Cardiff & District
Law Society and Monmouth & District
Law Society. With this partnership
in place the company could now
provide a first class, market-leading
recruitment service to both legal firms
and individuals. During the company’s
development it has invested in the
most innovative recruitment software
and online tools available, ensuring
that its clients are always provided
with the ultimate recruitment solution.
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